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May 2019

Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison
The First Commandment

You shall have no other gods. What does this mean? We should fear, love, and trust in God above all things.

The First Commandment is the greatest. My encounter with it will determine whether I shall try
to satisfy myself with pseudojoys or be crushed, raised, and then rendered joyful by the timeless and
profound joy of the one eternal God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Who or what shall be my god? To whom or what shall I look for blessing, confidence, security?
What do I desire? What do I fear? What do I love? What do I trust? All the Commandments are bound
together in this First. That’s why Luther begins the explanation of each with, “We should fear, love,
and trust in God so that . . .” Each of the Commandments follows the First in laying bare and mercilessly
condemning our common idols and gods.
What does it mean to have a god? Or, what is God? Answer: A god means that from which
we are to expect all good and in which we are to take refuge in all distress. So, to have a God
is nothing other than trusting and believing Him with the heart. I have often said that the
confidence and faith of the heart alone make both God and an idol. If your faith and trust is
right, then your god is also true. On the other hand, if your trust is false and wrong, then you
do not have the true God. For these two belong together, faith and God [Hebrews 11:6]. Now
I say that whatever you set your heart on and put your trust in is truly your god. (Large
Catechism I 2-3)
False gods offer false joys. Idols are infinite. Like a thousand local gods, or the pantheon of the
ancient Greeks or modern Hindus, the plethora of idolatrous possibilities beckons the unwary sinner
and would-be saint. “He who has money and possessions feels secure and is joyful and undismayed as
though he were sitting in the midst of paradise. . . This care and desire for money sticks and clings to
our nature, right up to the grave” (LC I 7, 9). Great point, Luther. “For we brought nothing into the
world, and we cannot take anything out of the world” (1 Timothy 6:7; see Job 1:21; Ecclesiastes 5:15).
Infinite are the stories of joyless millionaires. But we’re all in the same boat. I’ve seen obscene greed
most virulent in unscrupulous beggars. I should be a fool and a liar to deny my own wretchedness.
Money makes a very poor god. It has to be locked up and protected and worried about!
Shall your idol be “skill, prudence, power, favor, friendship, and honor” (LC I 10)? Shall your idols
follow the pattern of the Ten Commandments—name and recognition? Adulation? Power? Strength?
Fear of failing health? Sex? Lust for what’s not your’s? Reputation at the expense of others? Being the
one who knows the scuttle? Desire for things? They all promise joy. Shall your idols be your presumed
holiness? Your sanctity? Your religiosity? Your sanctimonious self-righteousness? The “pleasure” is
short-lived. The fix is fleeting. The addictions remain unsatisfied. The gods are false. They are blind,
deaf, and dumb. They hear no prayers. The consolation is illusionary. They die with us.
Why Am I Joy: Fully Lutheran? Because Jesus kept the First Commandment for me. He suffered
my just punishment for all my sins against the First Commandment. Freed from the results of my own
sin, freed from eternal death and the devil, freed from idolatry, I rejoice! “Restore to me the joy of
Your salvation and uphold me with a willing spirit” (Psalm 51:12). And finally, freed from idolatrous
abuse of all that is no God, I can use and enjoy God’s wonderful creation not as fake god, the objects of
my fear, love, and trust, but precisely as joyous gifts.1
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DCO Article

VBS – Miraculous Mission, Jesus Saves the World

May 2019

From the beginning of time, God has had a plan to be in relationship with us human beings. We
were created in His image and given a position as the caretakers of the earth. But Satan deceived
Adam and Eve and they disobeyed God. Sin had entered the world; nothing would ever be the
same again. However, God’s plan has not changed, He still desires to be in a relationship with
us, His created human beings. The Bible tells us that story, the story of God’s desire and attempts
to restore our relationship with Him, even when He is rejected, and cursed, and ignored, and
despised. Even though sin has a hold on us and blinds us to the truth, God still reaches out to us
with His love and forgiveness. God loved us so much that HE came into our world as one of us,
to live and die, to break the power of sin, death, and the devil, so we could once again be free
to be in relationship with Him.
In Vacation Bible School this summer, the children will be looking into God’s Holy Word, the
Bible, to discover God’s miraculous mission to save you, me, and the whole world! In the five
Bible stories that we will focus on, we will learn how God has been on a mission to save us from
sin. First, we will learn how God made the universe; second, we will learn of God’s promise of a
Savior to Abram; third, we will learn how God fulfilled that promise in the birth of Jesus, our
Savior; fourth, we will learn how Jesus defeated sin, death, and the devil through His own death
and resurrection; and on day five we will learn how Jesus ascended into heaven where He is
preparing a place for us to someday be with Him for eternity.
Miraculous Mission VBS will have a “space adventure” feel to the program. We will have “Starry
Night Storytelling; Observation Station Bible Challenge; Blastoff Games; Wonderful Creation
Crafts; and Galaxy Snacks (incorporated into the light meal that will be served at 5:30pm just
prior to the beginning of the program). Oh, and of course there will be music during both the
opening and closing programs every night. It’s going to be a “BLAST, or maybe I should say…”3…
2… 1… BLASTOFF”, to discover God’s mission for us.
EVERYONE IS INVITED TO ATTEND THE “MIRACULOUS MISSION – JESUS SAVES THE WORLD”
CLOSING PROGRAM ON FRIDAY NIGHT (June 7) AT 7:30pm! We will recap the highlights of the
week will photos of the children, the story themes, the memory verses, and of course the
children will sing the songs that they have learned throughout the week.
WE HAVE ENROLLMENT FORMS ATTACHED TO THIS NEWSLETTER. FILL OUT ONE PER CHILD AND
RETURN TO THE CHURCH OFFICE. ENROLL YOUR CHILDREN TODAY!
(If you would like to volunteer to help with food prep, crafts, games, be a group leader, or make
decorations and set up the classrooms, speak with me (Peter) or Melissa Prozinski.)
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April 8, 2019
ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING
President Carol Prozinski called the meeting to order at 6:35 p.m. The meeting opened with a
reading by Don Stover. In attendance were Pastor Gary Hendrickson, DCO Peter Keyes, Don
Stover, Nancy Christensen, Nancy Peterson, Ben Messinger, Sheldon Prozinski, Carol Prozinski,
Marlyn Poppen, and Bev Messinger.
Motion made by Don Stover and seconded by Marlyn Poppen to approve the agenda as written;
motion carried.
Motion made by Nancy Peterson and seconded by Don Stover to approve the minutes of the last
meeting (March 11, 2019) as written; motion carried.
PASTOR’S REPORT: Pastor Hendrickson reported:
1. During the previous month (March), there were no baptisms, confirmations, funerals,
marriages, releases, transfers, nor professions of faith.
2. Calls: Twenty-two (22) calls to homebound members. There were no hospital/member
visitations this month.
3. Junior Confirmation: Madison & McKenzie Bates, Patrick Holtz, and Jordan Stumpf have
completed all the requirements to be confirmed on Palm Sunday, April 14. Barb Johnson will
order their confirmation flowers. Kayla Bates will arrange to have all the young folks robe up
and ready for pictures by 8:30 a.m. on April 14. Barb Johnson will be taking the group and
individual pictures for this year’s confirmation class.
4. Polka Praise Service: The next one will be on May 26, 2019. There will be a “Brats & other
Goodies Feed” following the service. We also have the musicians reserved for September 22,
2019.
5. Pastors’ Circuit Meeting: We met this past week at Messiah in Sartell. We’ll meet next
month, May 13-15, at Madden’s Resort for our Minnesota State Pastoral Conference.
6. Adult Confirmation Class: I plan to begin the next class on Tuesday, April 30, at 6:30 p.m.
Two ladies have indicated definite interest in attending this class.
7. Pre-Marriage Class:
a. Derek Lipke & Alyssa Cogswell will complete this class on Thursday, April 11. They plan to
be married at Zion on Saturday, June 8, at 3:00 p.m. Due to facilities conflicts with Vacation Bible
School, their wedding rehearsal has been scheduled for Sunday, June 2, about 11:00 a.m.
b. Randi Graves & Mark Chock have completed the pre-marriage questionnaire. I won’t be
meeting again with them until Saturday, April 27, following the evening service. They don’t have
any firm plans yet for a date to be married.
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DCO REPORT: Director of Christian Outreach, Peter Keyes, reported he had been involved in
many community events in March.
TREASURER’S REPORT Don Stover reported:
Operating Account
1. Income vs. Expenses for March = positive $3,104. Offering income benefited by March being
a five Sunday month and the added income resulting from Ash Wednesday and Lenten offerings.
2. Income vs. Expenses year-to-date = positive $3,648. Expenses in general have been low as
certain budgeted projects have yet to be incurred.
3. Grounds maintenance included snow plowing in the amount of $293.
4. Church Repair and Maintenance included quarterly fire alarm monitoring for $120. In
addition, during the month, one of the church’s sewer lines froze. There was minimal damage
to church property (replacement ceiling tiles and furnace filter in storage), but expenses incurred
to clear out the line. In total, there was $753 of damage or expenses. There was $430 charged
to Church Repairs and Maintenance in March. There was $148 recorded in extra janitorial costs
related to cleanup and the clearing of the line.
5. Gas (heat) was a large expense during the month at $1,499.
Building Fund
1. The March loan payment of $3,742.18 was comprised of $1,191.44 of principal reduction and
$2,550.74 of interest. The Building Loan at the end of March was $788,715.
2. The Building Fund investment deposit with the Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF) at the
end of March was $35,036.
3. Building Fund income during March was $4,124.79. This is comprised of:
a. Offerings (5 Sundays) = $2,062
b. Memorials – none received
c. Thrivent Choice Dollars = $48 Thank you for your designations!!!
d. Chicks for Bricks dinner = $1,747
e. ZLW soup meal = $242
f. Interest Income = $25.79
Revolving Funds
1. The March Door Offering for The Morrison County Food Shelf totaled $482.01. In total, there
was $961.01 given to the food shelf as $300 from the February Ground Hog dinner was donated
as well as $179 from the Lenten meal that was served by the Elders.
2. The Youth Fund had net transfer out of $174 as offering income and water-park trip
reimbursements that totaled $711 were offset by $885.04 of disbursements for the water-part
event, escape room event, and Minnesota North District event fee and t-shirts.
3. Altar Flowers account balance = $245
4. Lutheran Witness subscription balance = $137.08
5. Evangelism Lenten supper meal proceeds ($232) was designated for the Puerto Rico mission.
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BOARD REPORTS
BOARD OF ELDERS: Sheldon Prozinski reported:
1. There will be communion on Palm Sunday due to confirmation. A cake is being ordered and
served for confirmands April 14. It will be purchased with extra Thrivent Action card funds.
2. Palms were ordered.
3. Baptism on August 4 will be conducted by Pastor Carnicom as Pastor Hendrickson will be on
vacation.
TRUSTEES: Ben Messinger reported:
1. Trustees met tonight – Keith Schumann will get a quote for the handrail on the east side of
the Fellowship Hall.
2. I will get with Barb about ordering batteries for the thermostats.
3. I also checked with Central Minnesota Electric (CME) about the entry lights – their estimate
is $118 per light. Since we need eight (8) lights, they will get us a final quote before we move
ahead with the project.
4. The quote for an AED (heart de-fibulator) to be installed would cost $1800, plus maintenance
and training. Gold Cross and the Police did not see this as beneficial since they are only a few
blocks away, and their personnel are already trained. Therefore, the Trustees recommended not
pursuing this item.
5. Roof repairs are to be determined. Earl, from Contegrity Group, will be on site when this is
done
6. Keith Schumann will replace the O-ring in the water heater.
YOUTH AND EDUCATION: DCO Peter Keys reported (Amanda Dawson submitted information):
Sunday School
1. Vacation Bible School (VBS) material is here and being reviewed.
2. Sunday School has had inconsistent attendance.
a. The children will sing May 19 – this is also the last day of Sunday School before summer.
b. We discussed ways to revamp Sunday School for next year – maybe a VBS kick-off on May
19, maybe a picnic on May 19?
c. We will have a bake sale the last day of Sunday School. Katie will look into getting a Thrivent
Card.
d. No Sunday School on Easter Sunday (April 21).
e. A cake will be served on confirmation Sunday. Katie Schumann will get cards and gift
certificates for confirmands and graduates.
3. Barb is still looking to step down from Sunday School Superintendent if anyone is interested.
Youth
1. Upcoming activities – Escape room, April 13; looking to plan a Rox game May or June; possible
lock-in in August to kick-off Sunday School in the fall.
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2. Easter breakfast menu and shopping list is ready. Thanks to Amanda Messinger for a WalMart gift certificate and those who threw in a little extra money or items to donate! “10:00
Saturday, April 20, we will set-up the Fellowship Hall and prep the kitchen. Kids are being asked
to come immediately following sunrise service to serve and clean up.”
3. Servant Event dates were discussed. We may change from the 2nd week in June (9-14) based
on participation. Let us know if you have participants so we can plan accordingly! Please send
group text reminder to Linda Dickmann! So far, there is no interest other than the Bates girls.
Marvanna Pederson and Katie Schumann will keep planning with them. The adult servant event
could go the week before, which is VBS week, or after.
4. Youth Gathering - Linda Dickmann went to a leadership training event; she will bring ideas to
discuss at the May meeting.
5. Center Shot Ministry Program seems to have enough members and DCO Peter Keyes will be
scheduling a meeting.
6. Pastor Hendrickson noted there were going to be two (2) services for Easter (Sunrise at 6:30
a.m. and 9:00 a.m.)
7. Next Youth & Education meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, May 7, 6:30 p.m.
STEWARDSHIP: Marlyn Poppen reported – upcoming Door Offerings: April - Flyer Pride Pack,
May – Puerto Rico Mission (speaker DCO Peter Keyes), June – Lutheran Island Camp (speaker
Katie Schumann), July – Oasis-MN, August – Lutheran Heritage, and September – Gideons.
EVANGELISM: Nancy Christensen reported:
1. Evangelism committee met April 1 with seven (7) members present and I reported on chapter
4 of “Becoming a Welcoming Church”. We had many questions and will get them to Carol
Prozinski to be added to a questionnaire she is planning to distribute to all Zion members.
2. Evangelism board voted to purchase an easel to direct attendees to events within the
building. DCO Peter Keyes mentioned he has an easel that can be used (no need to purchase).
3. Upcoming events – Mother’s Day (May 12) – Amy Segler in charge; Father’s Day (June 16) –
Don Fitch in charge; Polka Praise Service (May 26) – DCO Peter Keyes in charge of along with ad
in the Morrison County Record and a live radio ad.
4. Friendship Club (Friday, April 12) with Mary Kukula on Coping and Helping People through
Grief.
Tabled Pending Further Research: E-giving - pending research by Don Stover and discussion at
the June 8 Technology Conference.
OLD BUSINESS:
1. Wish List (Carol Prozinski/Barb Jelinski) – Big screen TV for youth, new carpet in narthex, new
carpet in nursery, bike rack, outside cigarette receptacle. The council felt the bike rack and
outside cigarette receptable should be pursued with the coming of spring and upcoming
weddings. If you have any ideas, please let Carol or Barb know.
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2. Centershot Ministry Program–Per DCO Keyes, there are four (4) members on the committee
and he will schedule a meeting.
3. Council Lenten Dinner Reminder – Sloppy joes this Wednesday (April 10) – donations will go
to the Building Fund.
4. Snow Blower (DCO Peter Keyes) – Keith Schumann loaned us a snow blower while the other
one is worked on – no change from last month.
NEW BUSINESS:
1. Technology Conference – June 8 – held at Good Shepherd in Alexandria MN; Don Stover and
DCO Peter Keyes will attend – Don will see if Barb Johnson would also be available to attend.
Each individual will make their own attendance arrangements.
2. Selling of Extra Tables/Chairs from Basement – Carol Prozinski will place a notice in the
church bulletin. Tables will be $20 each, and chairs will be $5 each. If interested, please see
DCO Peter Keyes ASAP. Any remaining tables and chairs will be sold at the church rummage sale.
Motion to adjourn was made by Don Stover and seconded by Marlyn Poppen; motion carried.
Meeting adjourned at 7:35 p.m., closing with the Lord’s Prayer.
Upcoming meetings and important dates:
Next Quarterly Voters’ Assembly
- Sunday, April 28, 2019 - 10:30 a.m.
Next Council Meeting
- Monday, May 13, 2019 - 6:30 p.m.
Rummage Sale
- May 16-17
Polka Praise Service
- May 26

/s/
Beverly Messinger
Recording Secretary
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Women’s News
WOMEN’S WEEKLY BIBLE STUDY
Mondays, May 6 and 13 at 9:00 a.m.
On Mondays, May 6 (#7) and May 13 (#8) we will continue our Bible study, “Amos, and Justice
for All,” as we meet in the Fireside Room at 9:00 a.m. Join us as we learn together how the
Book of Amos has remarkable relevance to modern times. This Bible study will be completed in
early June. Come and learn with us!!

LUTHERAN WOMAN’S QUARTERLY BIBLE STUDY
Monday, May 20 at 9:00 a.m.
The Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly Bible study will meet on Monday, May 20 at 9:00 a.m. in the
Fireside Room. The study, “Running the Race,” can be found on page 20 in the LWQ Spring 2019
issue. Join us!

ZLW MEETING
Monday, May 20 at 10:00 a.m.
The ZLW will meet on Monday, May 20 at 10:00 a.m. in the Fireside Room. We will review the
results of the May rummage sale. We are still in need of a couple of people to volunteer as copresidents of the ZLW. Please pray about it. All women of Zion are invited to attend and share
your ideas. Remember, the ZLW is Zion’s connection to the LWML. Many of you pay dues to
the LWML, so come join us in the local happenings!

WOMEN’S DAY OUT
Monday, May 20 at 11:00 a.m.
On Monday, May 20, we will get together for fellowship and lunch at the Countryside Restaurant
in Long Prairie. We will carpool from church at 11:00 a.m. Contact Nancy Peterson at 632-5759
if you plan to attend. We will be celebrating May birthdays! Bring a friend!
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EXTRA TABLES & CHAIRS FOR SALE
We have old/extra folding tables and chairs for sale. Tables are $20 each. Chairs are $5
each. They are being offered first to congregation members. Any remaining on May 16 will be
sold at the ZLW rummage sale. If you are interested in purchasing, contact Peter Keyes (call /
text 320-232-3108 or e-mail mrpjkeyes@yahoo.com ).

Thank You
Dear Members of Zion Evangelical Church,
Thank you for your donation of $871.01 on 4/3/2019 to the Morrison County Food Shelf
during the March Food Share Campaign. Donations like yours enable our local Food Shelf to
continue our mission to address food insecurity in our community.
Your donation has helped to provide one of the most basic necessities to those in need.
These are our friends, neighbors, and family. In 2018, we averaged 80 families per week,
distributing 7,163 pounds of food per week. Thank you again for your help. Your donation has
meant more than ever.
Again, thank you for your generosity. Your donation makes a positive difference in the lives of
the clients we serve!
God’s blessings,
Kate Bjorge
MCFS Board President

Marilyn Gulden
MCFS Executive Director

Thank You
Dear Friends in Christ,
Thank you for your generous $290.00 contribution to help Lutheran Hour Ministries sustain
important outreach efforts. What a blessing to know that family members like you are willing to
come together!
Where this ministry goes, you do with us. That means you bring Christ’s comfort to one million
listeners through The Lutheran Hour. You carry His love into 50 nations, from the United states
to the ends of the earth. You deliver help-at times, lifesaving help-to them. More than 100
million people hear the Gospel worldwide because of you.
We treasure you as part of this ministry family. Thank you for standing with us at this critical
time as we end our fiscal year on May 31. With God, all things are possible!
In Jesus,
Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
Speaker of The Lutheran Hour
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Church Rummage Sale
Fundraiser for the Building Fund

Thursday, May 16th

Friday, May 17th

7:00am till 6:00pm

9:00am till Noon

$3 Bag Sale on Friday
Bags provided

Zion Lutheran Church, Little Falls
411 Third Ave NE
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Family Life, Outreach, and Youth Ministries
MINISTRY FOCUS:

May 2019

WORKING TOGETHER TO BRING OTHERS TO CHRIST

Sunday School & Families
> SUNDAY SCHOOL: Last day of Sunday School is May 19. This will also serve as a kick-off for VBS and
the children will be introduced to the VBS theme “MIRACULOUS MISSION – JESUS SAVES THE WORLD.”
We will play games, make crafts, and sing some of the VBS songs for this year.
Youth Activities
> Cook Books - We still have several books available for sale. ($10.00)
> We have “Lutheran” t-shirts available for sale. (CLEARANCE / REDUCED SALE price $7.50)
> The youth will be holding a bake sale on May 19 for Youth Gathering.
o Preorders will be taken on May 12.
Adult Ministry
> TUESDAY ADULT BIBLE CLASS – Dan Hughes is leading the class… 5:00pm – Fellowship Hall.
Outreach Ministry
> FRIENDS & COMMUNITY FOCUS (Friendship Club): Friday, May 10 at 1:00pm. Mary Kokula from CHI
Home Hospice will present on “Coping with Grief”.
>

TRACT OF THE MONTH: “Why Should I go to Church?”
o When you hear the word ‘church’, or see a church building in your neighborhood, how do you
feel? Do you smile at a warm memory, or frown with negative emotions? Or do you simply have
questions about the people of that church believe and do? YOU ARE NOT ALONE! No matter where
you are in your spiritual life, we invite you to discover the possibilities through the experiences of
people just like you… Look for this booklet in the Project Connect display.

>
>
>

CENTERSHOT: Contact me if you feel God is calling you into this ministry.
FACEBOOK: Continue to follow us on Facebook. www.facebook.com/zionlf.
ZION’S WEBSITE: www.zionlf.com. Share our link with your friends.

Outreach / Puerto Rico Mission Team
>

>

>

We have six members from Zion that will be going on a Mission trip to Puerto Rico with others from
the MN North District of the LCMS on July 20 - 27. The team will assist missionaries in the city of
Mayaguez. Our primary task will be construction projects as determined by the missionaries.
Our teams’ total cost is expected to be $10,000 – 11,000. We are looking for support from friends to
help us reach our goals. Donations can be made to ZION LUTHERAN --- Memo line: PUERTO RICO
MISSION.
We have created “Greeting Cards” for sale as a fundraiser. $1.50/each or $5/4 cards.
Contact: DCO Peter Keyes (text/call) 320-232-3108 or email mrpjkeyes@yahoo.com.
> LISTEN, LEARN, LIVE with LOVE; PRAY ALWAYS.
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May

Elders

Ushers

Readers

4

COM

Craig
Bohnsack

Marie Holey &
Jennifer Hanson

Jennifer Hanson

Marie Holey

5

COM

Chris Roe

Eugene Doucette &
Ben Messinger

Don Stover

Julie Doucette

11

Jerry Knafla

Mark Hengenmuhl

Colleen Duncan

Paul Gulsvig

12

Herman
Johannes

Keith Schumann &
Gary Irwin

Katie Schuman

Nancy
Christenson

18

COM

Greg
Rausch

Mike Beseman &
Julie Dancer

19

COM

May Servants

Mike Gohl

Polka Service

Harvey Axel &
Amanda Dawson
Marcel Bellefeuille

Ginny Fitch

Duane Schmidt

Duane Schmidt

Judy Drewlow

Jerry Knafla

Wayne Ganz &
David Dickmann

Dan Gilder

Karen Dickmann

5/1

Evelyn Leyk

5/17 Amy Segler

5/4 Blake Pauly

5/17 Eli Bates

5/5 Molitor, Cynthia

5/30 Jazmine Dickmann

5/5 Marilyn Boeddeker

5/30 Bohnsack, Craig

Jerry Smith

Not
Assigned

Carol Prozinski

Peggy Dolney
Not
Assigned

Peggy Dolney
Carol Prozinski

Not
Assigned

Carol Prozinski

Peggy Dolney

Not
Assigned

Polka Service

May Birthdays & Anniversaries
5/16 Aunna
5/6 Mark & Ronita Hengenmuhle
Evelyn
Leyk Jackson

5/3 Jean Dumler

5/8

Organist
Carol Prozinski

James Rebischke Mike Besseman

Sheldon
Prozinski

25

26

Visitor Host Acolyte

5/30 Bates, Kayla

5/10 Troy Bellefeuille

5/10 DeWayne Schwanke
5/12 Steve Pederson
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